THE ROMAN FOUNDATION
Julius Caesar, Augustus, is reckoned the first Roman Emperor.
After him came his adopted son Tiberius (his wife's son by a
first marriage), who reigned from a.d. 14 to 37; then a great-
nephew, for four years, and then an own nephew of Tiberius
called Claudius, who reigned from a.d. 41 to 54. It was under
Claudius that england was at last conquered by rome
AND BECAME A PROVINCE OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.
The Founding of the Catholic Church. While the first
four Emperors of Rome were thus ruling over this one great
state which held all civilized white men, there happened in
one corner of it, Palestine, in Syria, the most important thing
"in history. This was the founding of the Church at Pentecost
under Tiberius in a.d, 29 or so, about fifteen years after he
began to reign. The Apostles, and a number of people who
followed them, proclaimed at Jerusalem that they could testify
to the Resurrection from the dead of our Lord, who had just
been crucified, and that they could continue His presence
among them by the Sacrament of the Eucharist in Bread and
Wine, They formed what was called in the Greek language
then spoken an Ecclem—that is, a 'society'—with Mysteries
and rules of its own, our English word for which is * Church/
It spread very rapidly throughout the Empire in communities
which sprang up everywhere, but were kept together by a
discipline partly secret and organized under men called bishops,
who were first appointed by the Apostles to stand at the head
of each such community, and then in turn appointed others.
This * Society/ the Church, taught what our Lord had taught
about right and wrong, about His own divinity and an eternal
life to come. To distinguish it from the small sects who
broke away from it with false doctrines of their own it came
to be called, in about a hundred to two hundred years,
Catholic—that is, universal: and as the Catholic Church it is
known to this day.
The Conquest of England. Meanwhile (54 b.c.-a.d. 43)
things were happening in England which made it certain it
would soon become part of the Roman Empire, as France
(Gaul) already was* The Cassivellaunus who had fought Caesar
had a relative, probably a son, who reigned after him, and
whose son again, Cunobelinus (called in English legends
Cymbeline), ruled in South England at the time of the Incar-
nation, when Augustus was Emperor of Rome. One of this
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